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It is true that fertility worldwide has been fallen from about six in 1950 to around three in 1998. Furthermore, between the early 
1960 and 1998; fertility rates in the developing countries have been declined from 6.1 to 3.3. Sudan fertility has been in decline 
from 6.1 in 1983 census to 5.6 in 2008 census, putting the country in the first stage of demographic transition. On the other 
hand, Sudan Safe Motherhood Survey in 1999 showed the average fertility rate in the east of Sudan was 5.7 and 2008 census 
4.1, which indicates a decline in fertility in that part of Sudan.
This study aimed to update our knowledge and information in the demographic realities in the eastern region of Sudan. The 
results of the study showed that the estimated fertility rate in the eastern part of Sudan at the time of study was 2.8. Among the 
selected fertility determinants, proximate (direct) and indirect, the only ones of significance are postpartum infecundity, level 
of education, place of residence and under-five child mortality. More in-depth search of the roots of the declining fertility in 
the east region of Sudan is highly recommended.
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