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Terminal ileum perforation by intrauterine contraceptive device

Zainab Alhumoud, Waleed Haikal, Mahmoud Sarhan and Madan Moallem
Armed Forces Hospital King Abdulaziz Airbase, Saudi Arabia

Intrauterine contraceptive devices (IUCDs) are one of the most popular and long-acting reversible contraceptive methods. 
One of the major complications associated with IUCDs is uterine perforation. We report a case of a 34-year-old woman who 
presented with sudden lower abdominal pain with vomiting and vaginal bleeding. She had a history of abdominal trauma after 
falling down the stairs. An IUCD had been inserted five years previously. 
A transvaginal ultrasound confirmed that the IUCD had embedded in the uterine wall with a laceration at the right side of 
the uterine fundus adjacent to the IUCD. Computerized tomography scan imaging of the abdomen showed a picture of viscus 
perforation in the ileal loop. 
An exploratory laparotomy was performed and revealed a terminal ileum perforation adjacent to a uterine perforation by the 
end limb of the IUCD. This is a rare and unusual complication resulting from IUCD perforation of the uterus and the adjacent 
terminal ileum, where the device remains in the uterus. 
This case was an unusually late presentation of IUCD perforation, particularly because the patient did not have any complications 
during or for five years after insertion. 
Terminal ileum perforation without complete migration of IUCD is an extremely rare complication to occur after device 
insertion. At present, only one case has been reported in the existing literature.1 This case is the first case to be reported as 
terminal ilium perforation by IUCD without migration of the device from the uterine cavity and the only penetration related 
to recent abdominal trauma.
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