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Malakoplakia masquerading as a recurrence of renal carcinoma

Matthew Megson
George Eliot Hospital, United Kingdom

A 57-year-old woman presented to a West Midlands, district general hospital visible haematuria. On CT she was diagnosed 
with a Renal Cell Carcinoma for which she had a radical nephrectomy. Histology showed a clear cell renal cell carcinoma, 
Grade 3 (pT2a N0M0). 
Almost four months after discharge she presented with severe anaemia and considerably worsened abdominal pain. On 
examination a left iliac fossa mass was palpated. CT revealed a 10cm left psoas abscess and a CT guided drainage was done.  
Two months after this discharge she re- with worsening pain in the left loin and left iliac fossa and there was a recurrence of the 
left iliac fossa mass.  CT which showed extensive para aortic lymphadenopathy extending into iliopsoas and left Sacroiliac joint 
with abscess formation. A drain was inserted on the ward and 200mls of pus was drained. CT guided biopsy of retroperitoneal 
mass was undertaken and histologically a diagnosis of malakoplakia was made.
This is a rare case of malakoplakia which presented after a laparoscopic radical nephrectomy. Malakoplacia this extensive 
which includes bone destruction from a urinary tract source has never been reported before. It is a differential which needs 
to be considered in these cases, despite source control with drainage of collections and antibiotics, this infection increased 
significantly. Therefore, this patient underwent an open exploration of the left retroperitoneum to exclude a recurrence, which 
may not have been necessary if the patient was treated with antibiotics which are effective in malakoplakia.
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