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Knowledge and awareness of health insurance and its related issues in rural areas of Maharashtra
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Background: Awareness and perception regarding health insurance was still very preliminary in India. Although health 
insurance is not a new concept and people are also getting familiar with it, yet this awareness has not reached to the level of 
subscription of health insurance products. The rural population is more vulnerable to risks such as illness, injury, accidents 
and death because of their social and economic situation. Insurance as not been able to make inroads in the rural areas because 
of key reasons such as high cost of delivery and low awareness among the rural population about insurance products. Health 
insurance could be a way to improve the accessibility to medical care by the rural population. The present study is an effort 
in the area of health insurance of rural population to assess the individuals’ knowledge and awareness level and willingness 
to join and pay for it. The present study is an effort to examine what are the reasons behind those who have not in favor of 
subscription. 
Methods: Study will be conducted in Rajgurunagar, which is a village in the Pune Metropolitan Region of the Indian state of 
Maharashtra. Face to face interviews will be conducted with either the head of the family or the family member who takes 
financial decisions in the house. A total of 400 houses will be selected by cluster sampling method. Information will be directly 
recorded in electronic data record forms (DRF). Data will be analyzed by using SPSS statistical package.
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